The exploitation of energy potential of the surrounding ocean and seas is a primary goal of the European Union. The Europe 2016 cumulative power is equal to 12,631 MW from 3589 grid-connected wind turbines in 10 countries. With average new installations of 3.1 GW/year, offshore wind will represent about one-quarter of the total new installations. Most of the installations are bottom-fixed offshore wind (BFOW): 80% monopiles, 9.1% gravity foundations, 5.4% jackets, 3.6% tripods, and 1.7% tripiles, with the average water depth of 27.1 m and the average distance to shore of 43.3 km.
